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TesTIMONIES already publiſhed in Favour of IMPROVED 


 PeaLmopy. | 
An anxious deſire to improve the ſtate of parochial 


Plalmody throughout the kingdom has produced from this 
zealous and indefatigable Divine ſeveral poweriul endeavours 
to effect that purpoie. To remove the ridicule attached to 
the wy aukward verſion of Sternhold, and to ſupply at once 


the beſt that could be wilted, Mr. Tatterſall long ago (in 
1789) divided Merrick's excellent Tranſlation into Stanzas, 
adapted to Muſic, and publiſhed it in that form; and having 
found, as we underſtand, from his own experience, that 
ſimple tunes in three parts are eahly learned by parochial 


fingers, he iſſued at the fame time a ſelection of ſuch tunes. 


To give the plan every attraction that the beſt muſic can 
beſtow, he has ſince obtained the aſſiſtance of all the molt 
eminent Compoſers of the age *, and to obviate the only 
objection on which any ftreſs has 'been laid, but which, we 
think, has little foundation, that the words of this elegant 
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verſion are too difficult to be underſtood by the common 
people, he now publiſhes the preſent ſpecimen of an edition, 

with a literal Paraphraſe annexed. BY 2 

| Brrrisn CRITIc for Feb. 1795. 
To be had of Meſſrs. RivinGToNs, St. Paul's Church 
Yard; G. Nicor, Pall Mall; LEIOH and SorHEBVx, 
York Street, Covent Garden; HursT, Paternofter Row; 
HArchARPD, Piccadilly; Huxsr and MEOOIT, Wakefield; 
the Bookſellers in Oxford and Cambridge; and of T. Sk II. 
IERN, Muſic-ſeller, St. Martin's Lane, to whom the Advo- 


cates for this Undertaking, who are willing to become Sub. 


ſcribers, are deſired to ſend their Names and Places of Abode. 


It is but juſtice to ſay, that the Muſic, as far as it has yet 


been publithed, does the higheſt honour to the abilities of 
the ſevera] Compoſers. It is ſimple, ſolemn, and pleaſing, 
We cannot doubt that Mr. Tatterſall's plan will be attended 
with ſucceſs, but we reſerve our farther remarks till the 
appearance of the ſplendid edition in quarto, which he has 
promiſed. We cannot, however, forbear obſerving, as a 
circumſtance which does peculiar honour to the * of 
the editor, that he diſclaims all poſſibility of profit in an un- 
dertaking proſecuted merely for the ſervice of religion, and 
ſells every part of his 8 en ee at ſuch a price as will 


merely prevent a ruinous loſs to himſelf. 


BRITISH CRITIC for Feb, 1795, | 


It has happened more than once, that we have had occa- 

fion to allude to the nature and progreſs of Mr. Tatterſall's 
very laudable undertaking in favour of Mr. Merrick's excel- 
lent verſion of the Pſalms. In the preſent caſe, we are 
happy to perceive, that a judicious and learned Divine has 
taken up the argument for him, and recommended it in 
very forcible terms. The veneration in which the Pſalms 
of David, the genuine dictates of the prophetic ſpirit, have 
been held in all ages of chriſtianity, points them out as the 
fitteſt Hymns that can poſſibly be employed for the purpoſes 
of divine worſhip ; and the faults of the earlier verſions form 
the only ſound objection to their uſe that can be ſuggeſted. 
'The verſion of Merrick is known to be at once faithful and 
elegant, the reſult of found learning and poetical genius. 
Dr. Munkhouſe has therefore done laudably in adopting and 
recommending that Verſion ; and the more this example ſhall 
be followed, the better it will be for the credit of parochial 
Pfalmody. This whole Diſcourſe is ſenſible, and well 


written, but we ſhall particularly ſuhmit to notice his 


character of Merrick's Verſion. : | | 
TT. Barrisn CRITIC on Munkhouſe's Sermon. 


* 
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The advantage which this Verſion poſſeſſes over every 
other, does not N conſiſt in the peculiar elegance of the 

ſtyle, but alſo in the ſucceſsful manner in which the probable 
meaning of the Pſalmiſt is, for the moſt part, aſcertained, 
It is (it I may fo fay) a lively Commentary and Expoſition 
of abſtruſe Paſſages. Many of thoſe haſty tranſitions, by 
which we had been hitherto ſtartled and perplexed, are ren- 
dered eaſy and intelligible. Moſt of the obſcurities ariſing 
from the ſudden change of perſons and interlocutors removed, 
and the Pſalms in which they occur, appear now ſufficiently 
correct, and aſſume an air of regular compoſitions. Vide Dr, 
Munkhouſe's Sermon, p. 19. The Britiſh Critic in its com- 
ment remarks, © This is no more than is ſtrictly, juſtly true.“ 


Dr. Munkhouſe, in an advertiſement to his ſecond ſermon 
on parochial Pfalmody, obſerves, « The delay which has 
taken place in the publication of the following Diſcourſe. 
affords the author a ſeaſonable opportunity of congratulating 
all true lovers of ſacred Muſic of the recent appearance of 
the 2d and 3d Numbers of improved Pſalmody. A work 
which continues to diſplay the moſt grateful evidence of the 
abilities and zeal of 112 Tatterſall's muſical coadjutors. 
One half of the whole is now before the public, and the 
wiſh to ſee it brought to a concluſion naturally finds a place 
in the breaſts of thoſe, who have paid any attention to its 
progreſs, and are at all anxious that the labours of the editor 
ſhould be ultimately crowned with ſucceſs,” | | 
RT In Weg 

Dr. Munkhouſe noticing the work with its ſeyeral branches 
in his ſermon preached for the benefit of his choir, ſpeaks of 
them in the following terms, viz. | a 

Of the merits of the Verſion which I have been encou- 
raged to introduce to you, there exiſts not (I have reaſon to 
believe) two opinions. In it the ſweet Pſalmiſt of Iſrael is 
made to ſpeak a language not unworthy of himſelf, and the 
Levites, 15 it be preſumed the ſons of Aſaph, Heman, and 
Jeduthun, might have been induced to exalt their voices, and 
tune their willing inſtruments of praiſe to the admirable 
compoſitions of our eminent Profeſſors. I gladly embrace 
this opportunity of acknowledging the gratification I have 
experienced in the encomiums that have been ſo liberally 
beſtowed on the accompanying Paraphraſe. The felicity 
with which it purſues the text, and unravels its occaſional 
intricacies, cannot fail to communicate, at the ſame time, in- 


formation and pleaſure. P. 25. 


We may remark that the Pſalmody alone has ever been 
the ſubject of general animadverſion; that frequent attempts 


have been made, with the concurrence of the rulers of our 
church, to improve it, moſt of which have hitherto greatly 
failed of ſucceſs; and that ſuch an undertaking as this of Mr, 
Tatterſall's appears to be till (and is indeed now more than 
ever) abſolutely neceflary. Note in Dr. Munkhouſe's Sermon, 


p. 29. | 
in Serker times, when the language of the country was 
leſs perfect, the tranſlation of courſe wanted many of the 
eſſential properties of metrical compoſitions. This was ſo 
evident, that an attempt has been made by many, who, to 
the ardour of piety, united elegance of taſte, and ſolidity of 
learning, to produce verſions of the ſacred hymns, which 
might both pleaſe the ear, and elevate the mind. Laudable 
was the motive, and in many inſtances, and to a certain de- 
gree, ſucceſsful the attempt : but it is, I believe, univerſally 
allowed, that the Verſion which your choir, ſanctioned by 
your approbation, has adopted, is abundantly ſuperior to every 
other, both in harmony of numbers, and accuracy of tran- 
flation. The Tranſlator hath adorned it with the Graces of 
Poetry, and the Editor recommended it by the Charms of 
Muſic.— Mr. Clapham's Sermon, p. 10. 55 | 
Siolicitous as a miniſter of the Goſpel to diffuſe the know. 
ledge of the ſacred writings, and having ſeen ſome melan- 
choly inſtances of, attended wich the moſt deplorable effects 
reſulting from, the miſapplication of them, I cannot but 
_ congratulate you on your having introduced a Verſion of the 
Pfalms, which is accompanied with a Paraphraſe worthy of 
the learning and the piety of the excellent and diſintereſted 
Editor; a Paraphraſe which ſolicits the peruſal, becauſe it 
conveys the ſenſe of thoſe beautiful effuſions : for multitudes, 
without ſuch pious aſſiſtance, would, it is probable, have re- 
mained ſtrangers to the holy reſolutions they excite, and the 
ſublime devotion they inſpire. —Mr. Clapham's Sermon, p. II. 


The compilers of an excellent Biographical Dictionary, 


ſpeaking of the Pſalms tranſlated or paraphraſed by Mr. 


Merrick, obſerves, tbat | 
This is his great Work, the only defect of which was, 
that, not being divided into ſtanzas, it could not be ſet to 
muſic for parochial uſe. This objection has been removed, 
lince the author's death, by the Rev. W. D. Tatterſall; Who, 

with great and laudable zeal for the improvement of our 
parochial Pfalmody, has publithed three editions, properly 
divided, and procuzed tunes to be compoſed for them by the 
beſt Maſters; in which excellent work he ſtill perſeveres, at 
a prodigious expence of tin: e, attention and colt, which we 
cannot but hope will be crowned with ſucceſs, as ſuch an 
improved Veriion is certainly 5 deſirable. 
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